For each of the species collected, the new locality records are given, followed by the global pattern of distribution. In addition, taxonomic notes are provided for some species.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Leeches were collected by hand or with pincers from the underside of roots and stones in the water, as well as on the banks. The collected leeches were first transfered into 10 % ethanol, after which they were washed to remove the mucus and preserved in 70 % ethanol. The material is deposited in the authors' collections.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Glossiphoniidae Vailant, 1890
1. Helobdella stagnalis (Linnaeus, 1758) Material examined: Khorrasan Province, river near city of Kalat (ca. 36°58'N 59°45'E) Distribution: Placobdella costata is a Mediterranean species that ranges eastwards to the Ukraine and is found in Greece, Turkey, and the Levant to the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula (N e s e m a n n and N e u b e r t, 1999). (Sawyer, 1986 , Nesemann & Neubert, 1999 Distribution: The distribution of D. stschegolewi in Europe is unclear, but in the Near East it is a common species (N e s e m a n n, 1993).New for Iran.
Remarks: L u k i n and E p s t e i n (1960) discribed Dina stschegolewi from the Crimea as a leech without longitudinal black lines. The description by Nesemann(1993) and Nesemann & Neubert (1999) mentions three dark longitudinal stripes (one pair of paramedian stripes and one median stripe) on the dorsal surface as being characteristic. Specimens with this coloration are common in the Near and Middle East. Nesemann(1993) assigned them to Dina stschegolewi because the locus typicus is in the aforementioned region. However, it is more likely that they belong to a new species.
12. Erpobdella octoculata (Linnaeus, 1758) 
CONCLUSIONS
These new data are based on a rather small collection of leeches, but they allow an interesting insight into the leech fauna of the study area. The Iranian leech fauna belongs to the Palaearctic region and is characterized by the presence of European species (S a w y e r, 1986). Most of the species found in Iran on these two expeditions are also recorded in Europe.
S a w y e r (1986) subdivided the Palaearctic region into two zoogeographical zones: Boreal subregion and the Ponto-Mediterranean subregion. The PontoMediterranean subregion is characterized by the following species: Limnatis nilotica, Batracobdella algira (Moquin-Tandon, 1846), and Dina sp. Dina is a very common genus in Iran and was dominant in material collected during the two expeditions (Table 1) .
Our work on Iranian leeches demonstrates the presence of an interesting fauna, but one that is is still incompletely documented. In future we can expect that faunistic inventories of stagnant and running waters in selected areas all over the Middle East region will yield a consid-У току двије експедиције у Ирану одређене провин-ције су истраживане у погледу фауне водених бескич-мењака. У раду су дати фаунистички резултати о иранским пијавицама. Дванаест врста је констатова-но, од чега су 4 врсте: Hirudo sp. nov. (Utevskiand Trontelj, in press), Dina lineata concolor (Annandale, 1913) , Dina stschegolewi (Lukin & Epshtein, 1960) sensu Nesemann, 1993 и Erpobdella octoculata (Linnaeus, 1758) по први пут регистроване за фауну Ирана. 
